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The Eye can See and The Heart can Love,  
What the Word cannot Describe 

 

            
Kiddyland, Yalta,        Yalta, Crimea          Drinks for Sale 

 

Ukraine, Crimea Gems 
 

By Jim Humberd 
We visited the Ukraine and Crimea on a Cruise Ship, and slept on the ship  1989 
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A sign on a post said in English, ÒCamping,Ó but we were 
traveling by cruise ship, SS Odysseus, at this time. 

_______________________________ 

There were plenty of sidewalk cafes, and a 
 drink vendor was offering drinks from what 

 must have been a 500 gallon tank.  
_______________________________ 

There is a wide, several story staircase leading up from the 
harbor, named for, or at least dedicated to Aleksandr 

Pushkin, Russian 19th century author who often has been 
considered his country' s greatest poet. 

(Odessa, Ukraine) 
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My backpack was examined by a  
dour-faced Soviet soldier. 

_______________________________ 

He found a copy of our book,  
“Invitation to France,” and started to leaf through 

it, wondering what it might be. 
_______________________________ 

We pointed to our picture on the back cover, 
 he gave us a big smile, and waved us on. 

(SS Odysseus, at Yalta, Crimea) 
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They exchanged our passports for a special  passport  w i th 
a red cover, good only on a tour conducted by  

Intourist , the USSR tourist  office. 
_______________________________ 

Only a couple of people from our bus went  down  
the hi l l  w i th our guide Gal l ime, to see the  

ÒTomb of the Unknown Sai lor.Ó 
_______________________________ 

When she returned, Gal l ime was very unhappy, so the bus 
just  sat  there whi le she, over and over, told the story of 
the heroic Soviet  mi l i tary, to this bus load of hostages. 

(Yal ta, Crimea) 
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The bus tour took us to Livadiya Palace, built in 1910, to show 
us the room where the famous ÒYalta ConferenceÓ took place  

near the end of WW II. 
_______________________________ 

After hearing all the good things decided here, I mentioned that  
Americans were unhappy that Roosevelt gave away  

Eastern Europe at the Yalta Conference. 
_______________________________ 

Somehow she didn' t see much problem with things staying 
 like they were in 1989. 

_______________________________ 

Wonder what her story is like, now that Eastern Europe  
is not controlled by the Soviets. 

(Yalta, Crimea) 
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A lady was selling a huge pile of bar-b-que chickens 
 in the market place but didnÕt want me to take a 

 picture of her goods. 
_______________________________ 

The chickens had just been dumped onto a table, 
 there was no effort (or need?) to display  

them in an attractive manner. 
_______________________________ 

There was a line of people buying the chickens, 
 the pile did not last long at all. 

_______________________________ 

 I  took a photo with a telephoto lens from a distance. 
(Yalta, Crimea) 

 



Ukraine,  Crimea Gems 133 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Yalta, Sunrise                          Yalta, Lady selling chickens 
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While on a tour bus, in one High School window  
we could see a US Flag. 

_______________________________ 

Wonder what it was doing there, while the  
Berlin Wall still stood? 

_______________________________ 

Some ladies on the streets wore miniskirts, and  
there were boys on skateboards doing all those things 

kids in the USA do on a skateboard. 
_______________________________ 

One 20 story apartment building (looked many years 
old) had unpainted rough boards as the railing  

on all the balconies.  
(Odessa, Ukraine) 
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High School with US Flag                                  Odessa Apartment Bldg      

                                    In Window  
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Sweetie had a few Disneyland pencils and US flags, so 

gave them to some young boys we met on  
the street in Yalta, Crimea. 

_______________________________ 

Right next to a cash register, there was a large abacus, but 
when I started to take a picture of it,  

the cashier immediately put it under the counter,  
and didn’t want a picture taken. 

_______________________________ 

In the marketplace there was a kiddy-land with  
many rides in operation, and teenagers were  

playing video games in one store. 
(Yalta, Crimea      1989) 
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Sweet ieÕs Cousin  Kšbus was captured by the Soviet  Army during 
WW I I , and was held  in prison camps unt il the 1950s. 

_______________________________ 

He walk ed and hit ch-hik ed across Germany, and one day walk ed 
in to his home, and sure surprised his wife Fina 

_______________________________ 

His job was to build  kit chen cabinets, and when Kšbus  
told  the Soviet  people he worked wit h, that  in Germany  

before the war, if you wanted two or three loaves of bread,  
you just  bought  them, no problem. 

_______________________________ 

Those poor people said, ÒThat 's not  possible, no one ever  
can buy all  the bread they want !Ó 

(Soviet  Union) 
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