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The Eye can See and The Heart can Love,  
What the Word cannot Describe 

 

          
Pigeons (Not Turkeys!) wai ting to be fed 

 
Turkey Gems 

 
By Jim Humberd 

We visited Turkey on a Cruise Ship, and slept on the ship  1989 
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We have sailed into and out of a 
dozen major ports in various parts 
of the world, and Istanbul has the 
most breath-taking setti ng of any 

harbor we have visited. 
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On the ÒotherÓ side of Galata Koprusu, the bridge across the 

 Golden Horn in Istanbul, the Yeni Cami (Mosque) has a 
 maybe a dozen curved stair steps. 

_______________________________ 

Our photo shows a thousand pigeons perfectly  
lined on the edge of each stair, and on the wires above, almost  

as if  placed there by a drill sergeant!  
_______________________________ 

When we returned here a few hours later, some of the 
pigeons had been fed, others were sti ll hopeful 

_______________________________ 

One man was selling slices of watermelon, and from  
the looks of the trash pile, had been selling successfully. 

(Istanbul, Turkey) 
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Due to mechanical t roubles, we arriv ed in  Istanbul la ter than scheduled, 
so they bused us to a nightclub that  wasn't  to our lik ing. 

_______________________________ 

I t  wasn't  worth the cost  in  t ime, effort , or money, and it  was free. 
_______________________________ 

Later the bus toured the cit y for awhil e, then across the bridge to Asia , 
and back to the ship  by about  1:00 AM. 

_______________________________ 

The tour guide made a big deal out  of the fact  this i s the only  place where 
two cont inents are connected by a bridge.   

_______________________________ 

No big deal,  North/South America, Afr ica/Asia , Europe/Aisa all jo in 
wit hout  a bridge. 

(SS Odysseus, Turkey) 
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I was unusually tired this day, unbelievably tired, 
when I consider my usual travel-energy, and 

amazingly tired when I remembered that we are in 
Istanbul, and for the first time! 

_______________________________ 

In addition to the last remains of a cold, I had an 
awful back-ache just above the belt, on the left. 

_______________________________ 

ThatÕs my ÒWW II injuryÓ (well, during the war), that 
happened many years ago, in 1944. 

(Istanbul , Turkey) 
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The St. Sophia Mosque, originally a Byzantine Christian 
church, became a mosque in 1453, and  
the mosaic murals of saints and angels  

were covered with colored plaster. 
_______________________________ 

In 1935 (500 years later), the plaster was carefully removed 
when the Turkish government  

declared it a museum. 
_______________________________ 

The dome of St. Sophia Mosque is huge, and high, and so large 
that building engineers say it can' t be built, and will not stay in 

one piece if it were. 
(Istanbul, Turkey) 
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Hagia  Sophia                                                         Blue Mosque 
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There are several domes, and six  tall,  slender minarets, the inside 
flo or is covered wit h hundreds of rugs, blue and whit e Iznik  t iles 

are everywhere. 
_______________________________ 

We had to leave our shoes at  the entrance,  
wit h hundreds of others. 

_______________________________ 

There is a new bit  of blue in  the Mosque, a blue sun-visor 
 I  bought in  Athens, was lost  inside the Blue Mosque. 

_______________________________ 

Days could  be spent  here Ñ  but  if we spend over  
30 minutes here today, we will miss another very important  

event  Ñ  being on our cruise ship , the SS Odysseus, when it  sails . 
(Istanbul , Turkey) 
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Both, As we sailed the Bosporus  through Istanbul 
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There were stores of all kinds, and the storekeepers were in the street trying to 
get us into their store. 
_______________________________ 

When we ignored one man, he guessed we were Americans,  
then started picking on the US. 

_______________________________ 

He was unhappy we didn't spend money in his store, and said Americans only 
spend money on guns so people can kill each other. 

_______________________________ 

I remember Turks as a fierce war-like people who have killed millions of people, 
many of them long before there was an America! 

_______________________________ 

We enjoyed his town anyhow! 
(Kusadasi, Turkey) 
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As we were going up the mountain to visit the 
 last Home of the Virgin Mary, Sweetie saw  

a large field of red poppies, and asked the Turkish taxi 
driver about them. 

_______________________________ 

First he worried that Sweetie was interested in 
buying drugs, but then he understood, and explained 
this is a crop of poppy seeds, not poppies for drugs. 

(Ephesus, Turkey) 
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We visited what local legend says was the last home of the Virgin Mary. 
_______________________________ 

Near ÒMaryÕs HouseÓ a row of pipes supply what we understood is 
Òholy water,Ó something l ike at Lourdes, France. 

_______________________________ 

Our taxi driver, most likely in his fift ies, had been a driver for a  
General in the Turkish Army, and was wounded in the leg  

during a war in the 1950Õs. 
_______________________________ 

The wound would not heal, in spite of what the doctors  
and hospitals did. 

_______________________________ 

He walked and hitchhiked across Turkey, managed to visit ÒMaryÕs 
House,Ó did something with this water, and his leg healed. 

(Mount Solmissos, Ephesus, Turkey) 
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ÒHoly WaterÓ at the Virgin MaryÕs last home. 
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We left the SS Odysseus at 8:00 AM to  
sight see on our own. 

_______________________________ 

Outside the port building, a long line of busses were  
waiting for those who paid for a tour. 

_______________________________ 

Before we crossed Galata Koprusu,  
the bridge over the Golden Horn, we walked past a line of 

sidewalk vendors selling bread and other kinds of pastry, fishing 
boats offering fish for sale, and thereÕs a ferryboat terminal, 

disgorging crowds of people. 
(Istanbul, Turkey) 
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Galata Koprusu, the bridge over the Golden Horn 
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We recrossed the bridge over the Golden Horn  
on the way back to SS Odysseus. 

_______________________________ 

I t  was nearing lunch t ime, the restaurants were becoming 
crowded, the fishermen were st i l l  sel l ing fish, the st reet  
stands were st i l l  sel l ing pastries, the ferryboat  terminal  

was st i l l  disgorging passengers, a thousand pigeons were 
eat ing, others wai ted to be fed. 

_______________________________ 

Those same st reet  scenes w i l l  cont inue unt i l   
we return, some day soon. 

(Istanbul , Turkey) 
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A  nice young man stopped and talked wi th us.   
_______________________________ 

He said he had worked for NATO for 12 years, and is 
now a tai lor, and this is his day of f .   

_______________________________ 

He ask i f  we were tak ing a tour of  the ci ty, and we 
thought he was about to try and sel l  his services.   

_______________________________ 

But not at al l , he was just a f riendly young man, happy 
to answer the questions of  American tourists. 

(Istanbul , Turkey) 
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Sweet ie was shocked to see how hard the laborers had to 
work to move huge carts loaded to overflowing wi th the 

thousands of products. 
_______________________________ 

Somet imes the huge pi le of ÒgoodsÓ were just  loaded on 
the back of a hardworking man. 

_______________________________ 

There were fi res in 1546, 1618, 1652, 1660, 1695, 1701, 1750, 
1791, 1826, 1954.  
_______________________________ 

Earthquakes in 1766, 1894. 
_______________________________ 

I tÕs always been repai red after each disaster. 
(Grand Bazaar in Istanbul , Turkey) 
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Watermelon Seller                                                      Grand Bazaar 

                              Sweetie on the right 
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Ephesus is about  the most  stunning old 
ci ty ruin weÕve seen.   

_____________________________ 

The st reets, the old bui ldings wi th marble 
pi l lars, and a huge theater, al l  parts of 

what  must  have been a magni ficent  ci ty, 
centuries ago.  
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    Library, Ephesus 
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The bridge, Bogazici Koprusu, that our bus crossed 
from European Istanbul to Asian Istanbul,  

is crowded with vehicle traffic. 
_______________________________ 

They said that before the bridge was opened it took 20 
minutes to cross by ferryboat, and now it takes  

45 minutes to cross by vehicle. 
(SS Odysseus, Turkey) 

 
 
 


