The BEye can See and The Heart can Love,
What the Word cannot Describe
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Pigeons (Not Turkeys!) waiting to be fed

Turkey Gems

By Jm Humberd
We visited Turkey on a Cruise Ship, and slept on the ship 1989
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Wehavesalled into and out of a
dozen major ports in various parts
of theworld, and Istanbul hasthe
most breath-taking setti ng of any

harbor we havevisited.
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On the Qother Oside of Galata Koprusu, the bridge across the
Golden Horn in Istanbul, the Yeni Cami (M osque) has a
maybe a dozen curved stair steps.

Our photo shows a thousand pigeons perfectly
lined on the edge of each stair, and on the wires above, amaost
asif placed thereby adrill sergeant!

When wereaurned hereafew hours later, some of the
pigeons had been fed, athers were still hopeful

Oneman was sdling dlices of watermdon, and from

thelooks of thetrash pile, had been sdling successfully.
(Istanbul, Turkey)
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Dueto mechanical troubles, we arrived in Istanbul later than scheduled,
so they bused usto a nightclub that wasn't to our lik ing.

It wasn't worth thecost in time, effort, or money, and it was free.

Later thebustoured thecity for awhil e then across the bridgeto Asia,
and back to the ship by about 1:00 AM.

Thetour guide made a big deal out of thefact this istheonly placewhere
two continents are connected by a bridge.

No big deal, North/South America, Africa/Asia, Europe/Aisa all join
wit hout a bridge
(SS Odysseus, Turkey)
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| was unusually tired thisday, unbelievably tired,
when | consider my usual travel-energy, and
amazingly tired when | remembered that we are in
Istanbul, and for the first timel!

In addition to the last remains of a cold, | had an
awful back-ache just above the belt, on the left.

That@ my ONW 1l injuryO(well, during the war), that
happened many years ago, in 1944.

(Istanbul, Turkey)
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The St. Sophia Mosque, originally a Byzantine Christian
church, becamea mosguein 1453, and
themosaic murals of saints and angds

were covered with colored plaster.

In 1935 (500 years later), theplaster was carefully removed
when the Turkish government
declared it a museum.

Thedomeof St. Sophia M osqueis huge, and high, and solarge
that building enginears say it can't bebuilt, and will not stay in
onepieceif it were
(Istanbul, Turkey)
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Blue Mosque
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Thereareseveral domes, and six tall, slender minarets, theinside
floor is covered wit h hundreds of rugs, blueand whit elznik tiles
areeverywhere,

We had to leave our shoes at the entrance,
wit h hundreds of others.

Thereis a new bit of bluein the Mosque, a blue sun-visor
| bought in Athens, was lost insidethe Blue Mosque.

Days could be spent hereN but if we spend over
30 minutes heretoday, wewill miss another very important

event N being on our cruise ship, the SS Odysseus, when it sails.
(Istanbul, Turkey)
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Both, Aswe sailed the Bosporus through Istanbul
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Thaewerestores of all kinds, and the storekegpaswerein thestred trying to
gd usinto ther store

When weignored one man, heguessed wewere Americans,
then started picking on theUS.

Hewas unhappy wedidn't spend money in his store, and said Americans only
spend money on guns so people can kill each other.

| remember Turks as a fierce war-like people who havekilled millions of people,
many of them long beforetherewas an Americal

We enjoyed his town anyhow!
(Kusadasi, Turkey)
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Aswewere gang up themountain to visit the
last Home of theVirgin Mary, Svegie saw

alargefidd d red pgpies, and asked the Turkish taxi

driver about tham.
First heworried tha Swegtiewas interested Iin

buying drugs but then heundeastood, and explained
thisisacop d pgpy seds nat pgpies for drugs

(Ephesus, Turkey)
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We visited what local legend says wasthe lasthome of the Virgin Mary.

Near QMary@ HouseOa row of pipes supply what we understood is
Oholy water,Osomething like at Lourdes, France.

Our taxi driver, most likely in hisfifties, had been adriver for a
General in the Turkish Army, and waswounded in the leg
during awar in the 1950G.

The wound would not heal, in spite of what the doctors
and hospitals did.

He walked and hitchhiked across Turkey, managed to visit M ary®@

HouseOdid something with this water, and his leg healed.
(Mount Solmissos, Ephesus, Turkey)
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OHoly WaterO

P &

at th Vigin Mary@last home.
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Weléft the SS Odyssaus at 8:00 AM to
sight seeon our own.

Outsidetheport building, along lineof busseswere
waiting for thase who paid for atour.

Beforewe crossed Galata Koprusu,
thebridge over the Golden Horn, wewalked past aline of
sidewalk vendors sdling bread and other kinds of pastry, fishing
boat s offering fish for sale, and there@ a ferryboat terminal,
disgorging crowds of people

(Istanbul, Turkey)
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We recrossed the bridge over the Golden Horn
ontheway back to SS Odysseus.

It was nearing lunch time, the restaurants were becoming
crowded, thefishermen werestill selling fish, the street
stands werestill selling pastries, the ferryboat terminal

was still disgorging passengers, a thousand pigeons were

eating, otherswaited to be fed.

Those same street scenes will continue until

wereturn, some day soon.
(Istanbul, Turkey)
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A nice young man stopped and talked with us.

He said he had worked for NATO for 12years,and is
now atailor, and thisis his day off.

Heask if we weretaking atour of the city, and we
thought he was about to try and sell his services.

But not at all, hewas just afriendly young man, happy

to answer the questions of American tourists.
(Istanbul, Turkey)
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Sweetiewas shocked to see how hard thelaborers had to
work to move huge carts loaded to overflowing with the
thousands of products.

Sometimes the huge pile of GyoodsOwere just loaded on
the back of a hardworking man.

Therewerefiresin 1546, 1618, 1652, 1660, 1695, 1701, 1750,
1791, 1826, 1954.

Earthquakesin 1766, 1894.

1t@ always been repaired after each disaster.
(Grand Bazaar in Istanbul, Turkey)
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Sweetie on theright
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Ephesus is about the most stunning old
city ruin we@®e seen.

Thestreets, theold buildingswith marble
pillars, and a hugetheater, all parts of
what must have been a magnificent city,
centuries ago.
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Library, Ephesus
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Thebridge Bogazici Koprusu, tha our bus crossad
from European Istanbul to Asian Istanbul,
IS crowdead with vehicle traffic.

They said tha beforethebridgewas opened it took 20
minutes to aross by ferryboat, and now it takes

45 mnutesto cross by vehicle
(SS Odysseus, Turkey)
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